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EZEKIEL’S WHEELS 

There were wheels within wheels in an arrangement so complicated that at first sight they appeared to 
Ezekiel to be all in confusion. But when they moved, it was with beautiful exactness and in perfect 
harmony. Heavenly beings were impelling these wheels, and, above all, upon the glorious sapphire 
throne, was the Eternal One; while round about the throne was the encircling rainbow, emblem of grace 
and love. Overpowered by the terrible glory of the scene, Ezekiel fell upon his face, when a voice bade 
him arise and hear the word of the Lord. Then there was given him a message of warning for Israel. The 
wheellike complications that appeared to the prophet to be involved in such confusion were under the 
guidance of an infinite hand. The Spirit of God, revealed to him as moving and directing these wheels, 
brought harmony out of confusion; so the whole world was under His control. Myriads of glorified 
beings were ready at His word to overrule the power and policy of evil men, and bring good to His 
faithful ones.  

In like manner, when God was about to open to the beloved John the history of the church for future 
ages, He gave him an assurance of the Saviour's interest and care for His people by revealing to him 
"One like unto the Son of man," walking among the candlesticks, which symbolized the seven churches. 
While John was shown the last great struggles of the church with earthly powers, he was also permitted 
to behold the final victory and deliverance of the faithful. He saw the church brought into deadly conflict 
with the beast and his image, and the worship of that beast enforced on pain of death. But looking 
beyond the smoke and din of the battle, he beheld a company upon Mount Zion with the Lamb, having, 
instead of the mark of the beast, the "Father's name written in their foreheads." And again he saw 
"them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the 
number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God" and singing the song of Moses 
and the Lamb.  

These lessons are for our benefit. We need to stay our faith upon God, for there is just before us a time 
that will try men's souls. Christ, upon the Mount of Olives, rehearsed the fearful judgments that were to 
precede His second coming: "Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars." "Nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places. All these are the beginning of sorrows." While these prophecies received a partial fulfillment at 
the destruction of Jerusalem, they have a more direct application to the last days. We are standing on 
the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecy is fast fulfilling. The Lord is at the door. There is 
soon to open before us a period of overwhelming interest to all living. The controversies of the past are 
to be revived; new controversies will arise. The scenes to be enacted in our world are not yet even 
dreamed of. Satan is at work through human agencies. Those who are making an effort to change the 
Constitution and secure a law enforcing Sunday observance little realize what will be the result. A crisis 
is just upon us. 

 But God's servants are not to trust to themselves in this great emergency. In the visions given to Isaiah, 
to Ezekiel, and to John we see how closely heaven is connected with the events taking place upon the 
earth and how great is the care of God for those who are loyal to Him. The world is not without a ruler. 
The program of coming events is in the hands of the Lord. The Majesty of heaven has the destiny of 
nations, as well as the concerns of His church, in His own charge.  In Ezekiel's vision God had His hand 
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beneath the wings of the cherubim. This is to teach His servants that it is divine power that gives them 
success. He will work with them if they will put away iniquity and become pure in heart and life. The 
bright light going among the living creatures with the swiftness of lightning represents the speed with 
which this work will finally go forward to completion. He who slumbers not, who is continually at work 
for the accomplishment of His designs, can carry forward His great work harmoniously. That which 
appears to finite minds entangled and complicated, the Lord's hand can keep in perfect order. He can 
devise ways and means to thwart the purposes of wicked men, and He will bring to confusion the 
counsels of them that plot mischief against His people.  {Testimonies to the Church Vol. 5 Pgs 752-754}   

As the wheellike complications were under the guidance of the hand beneath the wings of the 
cherubim, so the complicated play of human events is under divine control. Amidst the strife and tumult 
of nations He that sitteth above the cherubim still guides the affairs of this earth. The history of nations 
speaks to us today. To every nation and to every individual God has assigned a place in His great plan. 
Today men and nations are being tested by the plummet in the hand of Him who makes no mistake. All 
are by their own choice deciding their destiny, and God is overruling all for the accomplishment of His 
purposes. The prophecies which the great I AM has given in His word, uniting link after link in the chain 
of events, from eternity in the past to eternity in the future, tell us where we are today in the procession 
of the ages and what may be expected in the time to come. All that prophecy has foretold as coming to 
pass, until the present time, has been traced on the pages of history, and we may be assured that all 
which is yet to come will be fulfilled in its order.  

Today the signs of the times declare that we are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. 
Everything in our world is in agitation. Before our eyes is fulfilling the Saviour's prophecy of the events 
to precede His coming: "Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. . . . Nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places." Matthew 24:6, 7.  The present is a time of overwhelming interest to all living. Rulers and 
statesmen, men who occupy positions of trust and authority, thinking men and women of all classes, 
have their attention fixed upon the events taking place about us. They are watching the relations that 
exist among the nations. They observe the intensity that is taking possession of every earthly element, 
and they recognize that something great and decisive is about to take place--that the world is on the 
verge of a stupendous crisis.  

The Bible, and the Bible only, gives a correct view of these things. Here are revealed the great final 
scenes in the history of our world, events that already are casting their shadows before, the sound of 
their approach causing the earth to tremble and men's hearts to fail them for fear. "Behold, the Lord 
maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the 
inhabitants thereof; . . . because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the 
everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are 
desolate." Isaiah 24:1-6.  {Prophets and Kings Pgs 536-537}   

 


